ONCE
UPON
A TIME

THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE LIMINAL SPACE IN
STORYTELLING

A THREE-PART WORKSHOP
FOR
ORAL STORYTELLERS.
PARENTS. &
GRANDPARENTS.
TEACHERS, CARE-GIVERS IN
ALL SECTORS &
STORYLOVERS

PART ONE: ONE PLUS ONE IS THREE; ‘LIMINAL SPACE’

Accessing, Ordering & Integrating Knowledge

When we listen to a story, we continue to experience the world around us and we perceive the soulscape of the
tale at the same time. As these two sets of consciousness overlap, they create a third. This third space is the
liminal space. We can use this liminal space to access deeper levels of authentic knowledge, to order inner
chaos and to integrate memories. By telling stories, we can give this gift to our families, our friends and our
communities.

PART TWO: I'LL HOLD YOUR STORY WHILE YOU TIE YOUR SHOE!

Storytelling, Community Building & Social Responsibility; It's All About Communication

Community storytelling bridges difference and brings us together. Because stories tell truths that are
essential and common to all humankind, folktales globalise our feelings through empathy. A Storytelling with
conversation helps us become aware of our different points of view and our interconnectedness. As we build
this awareness through imagination, proscription and dogma can fall away and allow us think and feel,
individually and communally, in new and more resourceful ways. Storytelling develops ethical imagination and
helps us see parallel relationships where none existed before, empowering us to act with integrity and
compassion, cultivating an awareness of ‘the community as witness’ and ‘the community as protector’ and
awakens social responsibility.

PART THREE: THE STORYTELLER'S AWARENESS

The Telling Difference: The Moral of the Story or Moral-Ethical Imagination

Whether we are seasoned storytellers or just dipping a toe into the ocean of stories we all face a question:
How do | approach this story so that | can tell it? In essence, this is a question of awareness — our storyteller’s
awareness, the awareness we bring to the stories we tell will affect how alive they are, how accessible they are
to the people who are listening, whether our stories are a wholesome seed each person can grow in freedom,
according to their needs, or a piece of toxic propaganda.
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